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Thank you Nisqually Tribe for partnering with Sound Learning in 2017-18 to provide 

accessible, high-quality instruction in Thurston County that supports adult learners in 

developing the English language, reading, writing, math, employability, and computer skills 

they need to obtain employment, succeed in the workplace, progress to higher education, 

and become active participants in their children’s education and in the community.   
 

Funds from the Nisqually Charitable Fund were used in 2017-18 to cover a portion of the 

salary for our Thurston County Program Manager.   The program manager recruits and 

coordinates volunteers; conducts intake, goal-setting, and assessment with students; and 

provides essential training, instructional support and materials to volunteer tutors.  Her role is 

critical to sustaining this volunteer-driven program.   
 

This  education program is delivered in partnership with a dedicated cadre of trained 

volunteers who help a diverse group of students to achieve their goals through effective 1-to-

1 and small group tutoring.  Last year 30 volunteers contributed 1,800 hours to this effort!  
 

Together they served 32 students who made progress on their communication, reading, 

writing, and math skills.  90% of the students pre and post-tested made a significant gain 

during the program year as measured by the CASAS adult education test, a nationally 

recognized and state mandated assessment tool.  94% of students improved their ability to 

communicate, read, write or utilize math in their daily life, and 75% of students who 

participated in employability activities increased their job search and career planning skills or 

ability to communicate and problem-solve on the job.  
 

Six students in our Thurston County Program got a job/better job/or promotion last year, 

while ten others successfully retained their current job.  Two students enrolled in college 

classes at South Puget Sound Community College (SPSCC) thanks to the support they received 

at Sound Learning, while another passed classes toward earning her high school diploma.  

One student earned a DSHS counseling license, another successfully completed a Certified 

Nurse Assistant program, and a third graduated from an ordained pastor program.  Two 



students are preparing for their U.S. citizenship interview, and many others are improving 

their ability to communicate on the job and navigate the community in order to accomplish 

their daily goals. Sound Learning served over 200 students organization-wide last year. 
 

In adult education all people, regardless of their background, can come together to develop 

skills and create a path forward.   

 
Student Stories 
 

Hanan came to the United States from Egypt in 

2010. She takes care of her five children, and works 

as a caregiver in an assisted living facility. Hanan 

started Sound Learning’s Thurston tutoring program 

in February 2017 with no conversational English 

skills. After studying one-to-one for over 100  hours, 

Hanan gained two English levels in listening and one 

in reading. She is now able to communicate in 

English to make doctor’s appointments, shop, talk to 

her children’s teachers and navigate the community.  

Her goal is to go to college and become a nurse. Hanan and 

her husband have expressed their appreciation for this 

program because she has become a person who can independently work and take care of the 

family in a her new country. 

 

Sandy is a high school graduate who didn’t perform well on the 

placement test used by community colleges to determine 

where a student will begin.  She received intensive reading 

tutoring from Sound Learning to improve her reading 

comprehension, studying over 80 hours in the program last  

year.  Sandy improved both her reading skills and her score on 

the placement test.  She has now started community college 

and is better prepared to succeed in her classes.  

 

 

Thank you for your partnership in these efforts! 
 

Hanan with tutor James at the Lacey 

Library 

 

Sandy with her tutor Martha 


