
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Report to Harvest Foundation, 2017-18 
Sound Learning 
 
Grant Amount: $10,000      Operating Funds 
 
Thank you trustees of the Harvest Foundation for partnering with Sound Learning this year to 
provide accessible, high-quality adult education programs that support participants in developing the 
English language, reading, writing, math, employability, and computer skills necessary to obtain 
employment, succeed in the workplace, and participate actively in their children’s education and in the 
community. Your donation combined with those of other community partners has made it possible for 
our participants to gain essential skills.  Thank you for helping to change lives through literacy!   
 
Program Outcomes 
 
We serve individuals 16 and older in Mason and Thurston Counties of Washington State.  A small 
group model carried out in partnership with trained community volunteers creates a supportive 
learning environment for students with limited educational background or who have previously 
struggled in school.  In 2017-18, our goal was to serve 180-200 students, with 75% demonstrating a 
level gain.  Please see outcomes below: 
 
Last year 210 students studied 17,808 hours toward their learning goals.  This reflects a 22% increase 
in the number of student hours from the year before!  The increase in hours is due to the continuation 
of a 4th night of class in our English Language Acquisition (ELA) Program in Mason County that 
allowed students to take advantage of more opportunities for practice. Students in our Basic Studies 
program also had access to four days a week of class and additional online practice. We are excited 
to see the demand for our services, and are pleased to have been able to offer more instructional 
hours, a goal we had set for the year. We wouldn’t have been able to accomplish this without our 
dedicated community volunteers. Ninety-three volunteers contributed over 4,600 hours towards this 
mission last year.   
 
In 2017-18, 75% of Sound Learning students pre- and post-tested gained a level, according to results 
of  CASAS tests.  CASAS is a nationally recognized and state-mandated assessment system used in 
adult education programs.  CASAS Level gains are defined by the National Reporting System of the 
U.S. Dept. of Education and require on average 60-100 hours of instruction. Levels range from 
beginning literacy to pre-college level.  Students must participate at least 45 hours to receive a post-
test, and each level represents a significant amount of learning.    
  
170 students participated in on-going employability skills training that included in-depth job search, 
career exploration, and on-the-job communication skills.  88% of participants demonstrated and 
reported improvement in their understanding of career planning tools, job search skills, and ability to 
communicate effectively on the job.  Skills for the workplace are a top priority for our participants. 92% 
of students who attended over 40 hours reported increased familiarity with functional computer skills. 
Six students received their HS 21+ diploma or GED this year. 10 additional students cotinine to 
progress towards this goal by passing portions of the GED test or earning HS 21+ credits.   
 



 
Program Updates:  In our organization we have participated in continuous program improvement 
over the past several years, along with adult education providers nationwide, in order to develop 
strategies that better support students in reaching their career and employment goals.  There are 
many aspects to this work and each year has a new focus.   
 
Technology is now fully integrated into all of our Mason County classes, representing 80% of the total 
students served. It is also a component for many of our Thurston County students who meet with 
tutors in libraries and other public places. In our Basic Studies program students use Canvas, an 
online learning platform used by Washington’s community colleges, and Google Classroom to 
complete assignments and access multi-media presentations. In our ELA Program students use 
online learning sites and are introduced to the basics of MS Word, e-mail, and internet navigation. 
Over 80% of students in our Mason County ELA Program do not have prior experience using a 
computer.  
 
We have been implementing a special project focused on integrating math into all instruction, 
including into classes for English language learners who are at the lowest levels of English.  The 
purpose is to introduce students at all levels to the academic skills that they will need in the future. 
This will benefit students as they continue on their career and education journey.  
 
Open Doors for Youth:  This past year we served 53 learners between the ages of 16-21 as part of 
our Open Doors program for English language learners that we are providing in collaboration with 
Shelton School District.  These are immigrant youth who have recently arrived in the United States. 
Students are learning the functional English, academic, and technology skills to navigate in their new 
community. These skills also serve as a foundation for future schooling at more advanced levels. In 
our ELA Program we offer classes at Levels 1-5 (beginner through high intermediate), and small 
group tutoring for Level 6 (advanced) students who want to transition into high school diploma 
classes.  

Basic Studies:  We are now in our third year of providing High School (HS) 21+ programming in 
collaboration with South Puget Sound Community College using online and face-to-face instruction.  It 
has been of great benefit to students to be able to access another route to a high school diploma, in 
addition to the GED.  Students spend their last quarter of the program on a local community college 
campus, facilitating the transition to college.   
 
Employability Topics:  Students agency-wide participated in lessons that help them 1) navigate the 
job search process, 2) communicate about their skills and abilities, 3) improve communication with 
supervisors and co-workers, and 4) explore future careers.  
 
Financial Update:  Whereas last year we ended the year with a deficit, this year we ended the year 
with a $14,147 surplus due to the new partnership with the Shelton School District Open Doors Re-
engagement program and meeting our community and foundation fundraising goals. A better 
economic picture will allow us to stabilize programs.  For example, we were able to add an additional 
instructor in our ELA Program in Spring 2018 to meet the growing demand for that program. This 
represented a return to staffing levels in that program that we hadn’t had in over 6 years.  We will 
need to continue to meet critical fundraising goals in order to keep our income and expenses in 
alignment, and each partner is important in making this possible.   
 
 


