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Thank you trustees of the Lucky Seven Foundation for partnering with Sound Learning this 

year to provide accessible, high-quality instruction that supports adult learners in developing 

the English language, reading, writing, math, employability, and computer skills needed to 

obtain employment, succeed in the workplace, and participate actively in their children’s 

education and in the community.  Your donation combined with those of other community 

partners has made it possible to sustain essential education programs that help participants 

take their next step and improve quality of life.  Thank you for helping to change lives through 

literacy!   
 

In 2016-2017 Sound Learning served more than 200 students who invested over 13,000 hours 

toward their goals.  Eighty-five volunteers contributed 4,600 hours in partnership with these 

efforts.  Funding from the Lucky Seven Foundation supported our Basic Studies Program by 

contributing to the cost of an instructor/coordinator in that program.   

In our Basic Studies Program, students gain reading, writing, math, communication, 

employability, college-readiness and critical-thinking skills.  Students prepare for a GED or High 

School 21+ diploma (an option offered through the WA State Board for Community and 

Technical colleges), strengthen their skills prior to entering further training, or prepare for 

employment-related certifications.   

Last year we served 35 students in our Basic Studies Program.  Eighty-five percent of students 

pre and post-tested made a significant gain on their assessments, and 68% made a level gain.  

Six students completed their GED or High School 21+ diploma.  Thirty students participated in 

employability skill lessons, and 13 students got a job, obtained a better job, or received a 

promotion.   

Students in the program used technology to practice skills, do research, and explore careers.  

Students studying for the GED received a portion of instruction through the online GED 

Academy, while students in the High School 21+ program gained the ability to navigate classes 

in Canvas, a learning system utilized by WA State community colleges.   

An example of curriculum content in our Basic Studies class this year was that students read 

parts 1 & 2 of The Omnivore’s Dilemma using lessons that emphasize reading strategies, 



science, and math related to the content of the book.  When chapters discussed fertilizer use 

and overuse, the class learned about the water cycle, carbon cycle, and nitrogen cycle through 

an interactive science lesson that had each student trace the pathway of nitrogen in an 

ecosystem.  When reading about trophic levels in the book, students used math to calculate 

energy input into growth of crops, and how much energy in calories is produced by the same 

amount of crops. Throughout the unit, students employed several Reading Apprenticeship 

strategies such as using Evidence Logs, writing 25-word summaries, and discussing favorite 

lines or sentences from the book.  

Student Stories:   

Holly left high school with only a  semester to finish, and was 

excited to learn about the High School 21+ Program available at 

Sound Learning in partnership with Olympia-based South Puget 

Sound Community College (SPSCC).  Holly did not have a car, which 

was a barrier to participation, as students complete the program on 

the SPSCC Olympia campus.  Thanks to our collaboration with 

SPSCC, Holly was able to use our classroom and laptop to complete 

her studies.  

Holly graduated and received her high school diploma in March 2017.  She has successfully 

found a job at the naval shipyard in Bremerton and is planning to buy a home with her 

husband.  We are excited about Holly’s success and the next chapter in her life. 
 

“At first, I was really nervous.  But now school is something I look forward to. It’s rewarding 

to know that I’m reaching my goals.”  -Holly  

Kalea (pictured at left at the annual Celebration of 

Success), started in our Basic Studies Program in 

2015-16, putting in 241 hours her first year and 155 

hours this year.  She earned her GED in February 

2017 and plans to transfer to the culinary program 

at a nearby community college.  Kalea was 18 when 

she entered our program and gained significant 

levels of maturity, responsibility, social and study 

skills while participating in the classes. Kalea says 

that math and English were a challenge, but she 

improved in both areas with the help of tutors.  

“It was pretty great,” Kalea said about her experience in the program and earning her GED. 


